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THE Court was opened at seven o'clock in the 
morning, and every avenue was thronged, so as fire* 
quently to impede business. Dawson was brought 
into the Dock soon after ; he looked extremely well, 1 
tod saluted many of his friends who had assembled 
in Court, with the utmost cheerfulness* Lord Sta- 
well; Mr. Northey, and many other sporting gentle- 
men took their stations on the bench with the 

- * • 

Judge. 



DANIEL DAWSON, of Burwell, in tb*Coun* 
ty of Cambridge, was indicted for feloniously, wil* 
iully, and maliciously infusufg white arsenic into * 



6 

Catering trough jrt Newmarket, on the 10th of July 

1809, and thereby poisoning a mare, value jgdO the 

* property of Mr. Adams, of Royston. There were 

three other counts in the indictment, varying the 

form. ** 1 T *v* 

The prisoner was arraigned on a second indictment 
charging him^ith poisoning a blood mare, value 
j?20 the property of Mr. Northey, on the 10th of 
July alMc*- A ^ _». i ? * i'4,- "3"r^ * '■<■' ■> ■; 

Another indictment charged, him with poisoning a 
horse, value ,§£1000 thejroperty of Sir F. Standish, 
•at Newmarket, in 1811., by unlawfully, wilfully, 
and maljciQUisly procuring one Cecil Bishop, by pre- 

"Li f i'". '-•-'' i - « l> . *' • ■* Si': JJ"~ :> "'\. '. . . .. , 

mire of money and. division of bets, to infuse poison 
into the troughs occupied by. Mr. R. Prince. 
..The fourth and Last r indictment on which the pri- 
fon^r was arraigned; was. for, poisoning Periouette, 

The two last bills of indictment were found at 
fl^mbrjjjge, during;. the assizes, changing Dawson 
with having l^een an accessary before the fact of poi- 
soning, he having been indicted at a former assize as 
principal M the, poisoning act, and acquitted on an 
ejection taken by Mr. King, as will be seen by. re- 
ference to the pamphlet published on that occasion. 
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The prisoner pleaded not guilty to the Several in* 
didtmehts; and on bdihg asked in the usual Vrif, if he 
had any objection to any of the Jury, he replied,— 
rc No, my lord, the gentlemen are all strangers to me, 
and I can have no objection io any of them.*' 



The following twelve Jurymen were then sworn : 



ROBERT FULLER, 
THOMAS WEBB, 

JAMES COLLING, 
W«, FARLEY, 
RICHARD FEW, 
THO. PORTER, 



CARTER TYSON, 
JAMES FULLER, 
I JAMES NORMAN, 
GEORGE BARNES, 
JOHN SCOTT, 
J. BEACHET, 



The Counsel for the Prosecution, were Serjeant 

1 ■ . . . • • 

Sellon, and Messrs. Best and Stork* and the 
Solicitors were Messrs. Hooper and Broughtok, 
gentlemen of the first respectability, residing in 
Great Marlborough-Street. Mr. Kino defended 
the prisoner wiih Mr. Harmer, an eminent Old 
Bailey Solicitor. 

The prisoner was tried on the indictment, fcfeargftig 
5 him with poisoning Mr; Adams's mare. 

Mr. Stork opened the case, and Serjeant Sellom 
addressed the Jury as follows ;— 
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treat leraen> 

- - • * j J . 5*. • 
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. . The offence with which the jffifOMir jte^ chafed 
Is recognised by an act of pfurliamentr, called the 
black act, which provides against unlawfully and 
maliciously destroying cattle. I shall not occupy 
your time by entering on the law of the case, because 
the learned judge, whose peculiar province it is to 
enlighten you on that subject, will promulgate it 
Mirth fiis accustomed wisdom. I shall content my- 

, j|Ej<>wiiJi a detail of facts attending the case, to which 

/I must intreat your particular attention. One gene- 
ral observation however arises; I shall prove dis- 
tinctly that the mare, the subject of this indictment, 
was poisoned by infusing arsenic into the troughs, 
'and the next point for your consideration, is, whether 
the prisoner at the bar so infused the poison into the 

'water. If r you are of that opinion, I submit to the 
tekrned judge, that malice against the owner was 
implied, and the case will be complete. Gentlemen, 
you must "know that "'Newmarket is a place of turf 
amusement, where several meetings are held in a 
year, and the horses are in the care of training grooms, 
who reside there to prepare them for running. There 
are in truth seven meetings in the year, the Craven, 
thtjirst spring, the July, and others in the autumn, 
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It was in the July meeting that this offence was com- 
tnitted. Amongst the training grooms to whom I 
have alluded, is a Mr. Stevens, in whose care the- 
hdrse, the subject of this indictment, was intrusted, 
tfs well as others of different \ahie, amongst which 
was a horse named Wbodwellkead, the property of 

» * 

General Grosvenor. The traing grooms have their 
respective troughs, and it was generally known that 
an alarm had been raised in consequence of horses 
having been poisoned, and particular persons were 
suspected. These troughs are kept covered, but not 
so closely as to prevent the introduction of a straw or 
a syringe. Your attention will be particularly di- 
rected to Monday, the 10th of July, on which day 
the meeting commenced, and also on Saturday the 
8th, to which days the evidence I am about to ca\l, 
" will particularly apply. Amongst the horses wa- 
tered on the Monday morning, was WoodweUhead, 
ft great favourite, two mares of Mr Nortbey's, one of 
Sir C. BuHburys, and Mir. Adams's hackney. After 
returning from water, the horses heads were tied up 
as usual, for dressing, and on giving them corn the 

. * • - » 

animals refused it. Some recovered after many 
painful struggles, but two died; (he one for which 
the prftqiier now sfand's before you, and ill* other & 
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brood mare., belonging to Mr. Nortbey, and the oir- 
cumstances which I shall prove, can leave no doubt 
in any reasonable mind, as to the cause of death, I 
shall prove to you that the horses were in sound 
health, up to the 10th of July , and it is impossible to 

* . 

draw any other, conclusion than that they were poi- 
soned. A skilful veterinary surgeon, who attended 
the opening of the horse, will prove this fact, and a 
skilful chemist, who analized the contents of a bottle, 
will prove to you, that he found arsenic . enough 
about it to kill. Another important point for your 
consideration is, did the prisoner infuse that poison- 
ous liquid info the trough, because if he did, it im- 
plies malice. I shall prove he was a frequenter of 
Newmarket races, and a witness, who you will hear 
to day, will state to you, that the prisoner arrived at 
Newmarket, at the spring meeting, when a conversa- 
tion took place betwixt the said witness and the pri- 
soner, which I shall forbear to state, as you will 
better judge of it from her own mouth. Dawson 
lodged at her house, and she will prove his arrival at 
Newmarket, two or three days before the July meet- 
ing. You will hear from her, that she discovered a 
bottle concealed, in making Dawson's bed, and she 
will best describe that evei.t. On Saturday the 8th 
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of July, previous to the commencement of the meet- 
ing on the 10th, the prisoner obtained of this witness, 
two phials* and. she will prove that he was from his 
Ibdging at late hours on the nights of Saturday and 
Sunday; when a candle was left burning for him at 
hi* request, and his excuse was that he had gone to 
see* Captain Barclay walk: his match. Dark deeds, 
Gentlemen, are generally performed in the dark, 
-where the eye of observation can be baffled. This is 
a natural cause, and it can only be got at by circum- 
stances* which form a chain, but a concatenation of 
evidence, which bind the links, cannot deceive, when 
the positive testimony of one or two witnesses might, 
by sinister motives. WoodweUhead had engagements 
to perform, the first of which was on Monday, the 
10th of July, and Mrs. Trumbull will relate to you 
a particular conversation she had with Dawson, res- 
pecting this favourite horse. Close upon the time of 
this horse attempting his first engagement, the pri- 
soner offered to bett 20 to 1 against his winning, 
and treated any notions of his chance of so doing 
fes nonsense. Dawson was at his lodgings when in- 
telligence was brought to the house that some horses 
were poisoned, and the conversation that passed p& 
*uch being known, will require particular attention 



After this event, the bottle I have before spokert of, 
•Vanished, and after the prisoner bad left the same 
bdftle, wbic^ would be identified, itwasfcuud empty, 
and concealed in a different part of the house. It 
was afterwards delivered to a gentleman of the name 
eif WeiUkerby, at Newmarket, and on trying a test 
on the remnante, it will be proved by Mr. Fuller, 
a {§*entlernfcn of consumate skill, and first prac- 
tide, 4o J haye contained poison. These" circum- 

» 

*f antes ate cogent |nd strong, when CQupled4ogether, 
mdre so even than diroct fcvidefcee. Tbe'prteoa« 
made particular imjwries after this bottle <m hi* re- 
turn to Newmarket. If afly doubt remain, the evr- 
dence of Bishop, the accofl^ice will remove it by 
his testimony, Such evident is entitled to full credit 
arf far as it is confirmed by other witnesses, and it 
will be found the most important, and there are no 
reasons to discredit it. He will prove to yoo that 
he prepared the solution for the prisoner with his 
own hand, and that he personally delivered it to himi 
a«<t he will prove an acknowledgement from Daw- 
son, that he had infused the poison in the trough, and 
killed a marc and hackney. I shall not occupy your 
attention further than to call it to t\vo points; virf % 
whether ar' you satisfied the horse, the subject of this 
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. indictment, died by poison, and wfctthcr you are satis- 
fied the prisoner infused the poisonous liquid into the 
water. 

After the bustle in court, at the conclusion of the 
xouncel's speech bad subsided, evidence was called 
to prove the case, and te prove that the horses were 
poisoned, the following witnesses w$re q«41^4 : . 

Afr. Adams, of Roystoq, proved v tba* b*f fog left 
his mare in the care of Mr* Stevens, a training groom, 
at Newmarket. He went to the stables on Monday 
morning, and found the animal down in the stall, in 
apparent great agony, and she died on the same morn- 

Cross examined by Mr . Kixq. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the prisoner ? 

A. Ifcnewhim. 

Q. HaVe you ever ,had any dispute Veith him? 

A. No. 

Re-examined Jby Mr. Best. 

ft You Jtnew him personally. 
,. jf, "5fes, J saw him frequently. 

Jongs, an assistant groom to Mr. Stevens, in July, 
J809, stated, that he had sixteen or feventeen in bis 
employ ^ differ«nt periptU. . : WitWM « 



« < 
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having Mr. Adams's hackney underlie c*re m July, 
1809, and he was in the habit of pending th& h(M$es 
under Mr* Stevens's care to water, and sorrjetjjpps 
attended them. Mr. Adams's hackney was in, good 
health on Sunday evening', the 9th # and was rmlfr$o 
water out of a trough, by Richard Clark, :flrJ}oy<rr- 
Witness saw the mare at five o'clock on Mimdqy 
morning, the 10th, also before -she- went to the 
trough, and she was then* in good health- * 



: < . . i • • 



' »*-..«. <•< 



« • i 



Question froTfi the Judge* 

Did she £*£ ^orn then ? 

•4. Yes. 

Witness aaw the n*are *{&*#? typpty eight and 
nine o'clock on- Monday morning in the stable, )yhea 
she was rolling about in great agony. She perspired 
a r good deal, and had a kin<J of dizziness, £pd ^ vio- 
lent purging. After continuing in this stjte jtbouj 
half-an-honr she died, and he afterwards saw her 
opened by a man named Clark. There were seven 
other horses in Mr. Stevens's stables, vfe, tj*o of 
Mr, Northey's, Mr. Adams's, Sir C, Bmifcury W*4g- 
Ties, WoodiceWkeaA, and Fair iB&fe, 4b*y v -*«k all 
very violently effected, but they 4AI rtco¥*r<tfly #x- 

Wednesday. 
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Cross examined by Mr. Kxng. 

ftow do you know WoodweUhead was about to run 
on the Wednesday ? 

J.. I knew by the Calendar, as well *s haying 
had my orders of General Grosvenor. 

Richard Clark, a boy, in the employ of Mr. Ste~ 
vensj proved having rode Mr. Adams's mare to water 
mi the morning of the 10th of July, 1809, She was 
Tery well before she w&tered. 

Mr. Joseph Goodwin, a veterinary surgeon, who 

resided in London, but who lived at Newmarket in 

1809, was called on. to look at the horses ia Mr. 

Stevens's stable^, on the evening of the 10th of July. 

He saw the mare, the subject of this indictment, 

which was dead, before bis arrival. The mare was 

opened under the inspection of witness, and there 

was a general inflammation round "the intestines. 

Witness had opened horses which had died of a 

common iafiainmatian, and a the present case, ac- 

fordtngto his experience, appear aneei were different. 

. JFr#ni the \ report wfckh had spread respedtag otftdr 

.:l#iB&$£toeu was Sataoed to <exKfame the bo4y fci'ote 

^W&rolJurlyy jU befoiind the stomactt Almost la 'a 

*tete «f g*ngfei*» «&d fee: lean* of de*th eppeWtd 
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Question from ene-qf the Cfotm&elf&r 4*r Prosecution* 

Wbat a according to your professional knowledge 
caused the death of Mr. Adams's mare ? 

A. From the circumstance of andyswg* the water* 
and arsenic haying been found therein,, I am of opi- 
nion., the mare died from the effects of poison. 

Qjitsiion from the Judge. 

Did appearances indicate that 'the piare died of it 
natural inflammation, divesting yourself of what 
you heard relative to poisoning? 

A. It certainly did not appear as a common case 
of inflammation. 

$. Have you known instancy of common inflam- 
mai^ killing in a ihort time. 

A, Such a thing is not unusual. 

Quest ion from Counsel. 

You also opened Mr. Northey's mare. 

A. Yes, and I attended the other horses sick. 
I Q Stqtp your opinion upon the whole. 

•4* My opinion is, that one general cause pro- 
duced the same effects on each horse, but I must 
be understood as speaking of the horses which did nctt 
die. Of those which died, the whole alimentary 
canal from the stomach to the intestines, produced 
appearances unlike those which appeared in common 



• • . , 



If 
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litf ammatiWte; but I never had occasion before to 
attend a horse wbieh bad bfeeti poisoned. 
'"& Is it comrtion fo£ all6r*e Whiift has a common 
^tffl&nimation to purge ? 
" " 5!. N<ft always, biiit it is 6ot uticoriimori. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ki)fG. ^ 

If it tad not been for the report of a n umbel* of 

kotaes having been poisoned, what would hate been 

your opinion as to the cause of inflammation. 

• * ■ 

: A: I should ndt hatv6 made stf minute an £tamfa- 

ation in one case alone, find it might B#ve passed fdt 

' . - > * .* 

a common inflammation. ' " ■" ° '■* 

Q. 1 understand yoo to statey thji* you tfeVtef' tr& 

* • . • • * 

tended horses under similar c?tti*m^ta8&sV ° '<•".' •-■•".* 
A. No, 1 did hot; bttfit 8»ilck ! i6% ilM ftieTG 
Were something more' m a^peafraiffteis^ fh&n ^What is 
isefen in common inflammations, attd is f T tfater beftflre 
stated, from reports which Here ririctildrfed, I should 
not pf obably have made sd dlose art ejfa&fainatfoii, but 

the inflammation had nO* the comftiori appeardnc^s. 

* - 

; ?h&*. Payne , a sefVarit, jttoired, Ti&vtiig filled a 
tyrttle with water, wfetch he took- dirt of the frough 
jwbere tHe horses hid drank> and he flduYeted it 0* 
&tfrd Stawell. ^ 



Q. You are come here to speak the truth yq« 
know. 

; A. I should be sorry to tell a story. 
■ Q To whom did you first take this bottle., or 
mention that you found it, and at what time ? ; 
. A. Why to Mr. Weatherly and Sir C. Bunbury, 
I don't know the time. 

Q. Now listen Mrs. Trimbull . 

A. Yes, and I will answer to, if I think proper. 

Judge. You must answer, if you don't think 
proper. 

Q. When did you tell Sir C. Bunbury, or Mr. 
Weatherly, I ask you again ? 

> A. . Why it was about the latter end of August, or 
the beginning of September. 

Q. - Did you ever mention about the bottle to any 
^ne else, and that (tawspn had used you ill ? 

A. I might have given a hint that he had not use4 
xne well, because be was in my debt for rent. 
; Q. - W^at, you harbour a grudge against him then? 

A. No, I have no other grudge than he used me 

• » . , ... . 

yi in not paying his rent ; nobody would be pleased 

at .that. 
** 

Q. Now, upon your oath, did not O'Mara tell 
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you, you would get some money for appearing here ? 

A. No, never. 

Q. Upon the sblemn oath you have taken, I ask, 
did he not tell you you would have some money, 
coming after this trial, from some person ? 

A No, he never did say any such thing, nor did 
any one else. N 

Q. What, don't you know there were hand-bills 
posted about Newmarket, offering a reward for the 
discovery of this business ? 

A. I never saw an y papers about it. 

Q. Nor did you ever hear of a reward ? 

A. I might have heard such a thing, but Ofto 
would have enough to do to listen to half what pe^ 
pie say. 

Q, You are very positive about the bottle you 
speak of, what marks are there pa it, that you can 
swear so very exact about it? 

A. Why there is a dent upon the shoulder of it, 
• Q Then 'twas a lucky thing yot| happened to 
notice that dent. 

A Yes, lucky enough. 

Q. Was it such a bottle as you get at an apoth** 
caries? 

4, I don't know, I am turfe 
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Qj Perhaps you have po knp>¥^4gci of wfcat aa 
apothecaries bottle is? 

v4. tfovp | not then, I ought to know, for I have 
hac} tpo m^oy of tbem f 

Mr. Edward Wwtfcerby^ce-mwfiyLgeY, or keeper af 
4fep ^ud-hook $t Newmarket, stated, tt^a,t Wood- 
wellhead had three engagements during the meeting, 
jfhfch commenced ou Mopday^ JFijly lfttk 1809, 
Wityess proved, that Mr. Stevens's house was \\\ 
the parish of Wood Ditton, He received the bqtt|£ 
of the last witness betwixt tbp *J**!y an 4 Octpber 
meetings, ; feu$ ,£?ujd ngt tell the precise tape. The 
j^pt^pjiad g. /vhjite sediipept jn the upper part of it, 

j|^^;]^^f^:^flH^^ a .l t k? 1 ?gfc H seemed as if 
some pains bad been taken to remove the repwants 

J^T^IPSH- ^Yitn^ pkseryejl the bottle b$d a 
dent in it* wl^icb .]\l*s-. TrimbpU had pointed out* 

« 

and it was afterwards delivered ta Thomas Foy. 

* * * 

#w J uqd^tynd jou to s^ you cfft'tnU to your 
jpqo]}pptiqtt ; $£ *%p. jpu received $he bflttfe of Mrs. 
Trimbull? 

.4. It was about the tytter end. of August, or^the 

Q. Was it subsequent to the inquiry and npi^e the 
business had occasioned? r 
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A Yes, it was after the inquiry certainly. 

Thomas Foy, an Officer of Marlborough -street 
police-officer, whose diligence and uuremitting exer- 
tions, brought both Dawson and Bishop to jnpticfe, 
after long and laborious pursuit, produced the bot- 
tle he had received of Mr Weatherby, which had 
never been out of his sight, nor out of his possessipp 
excepting when Mr. Fuller tried his tests upon tljfc 
sediment it contained. 

Mrs. TUlbrook swore to the bottle being the sjifftt 
as she had found, wheq both full and empty. 

Mr, Filter was agaiq examined, and he stated that 
he did not ^n^ize the substance, but examined it by 
test, so as to satisfy himself it contained arsenitf. 
This gentleman entered into a scientific and learned 
statement in support of the cpnviction qn his mind, 1 
that the bottle con ainecl poison, but after being exr 
amined^ and re-examined by each side, ope of tht 
counsel said he was not learned enpugh to compre- 
hend the statement of the witness, bat that it was 
pretty generally . understood in court. The Judge 
at length saved the counsel the .trouble of making 
another such confession, by putting the following 
important question—-^- tc Is your judgment founded 
" upon a matter of opinipn, pjr 4p ypu gpe»k from 
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*' a moral certainty?" Mr. Fuller answered— * 
'" I speak as being morally certain. I know of no 
" substance in nature, which wduld put on the same 
. t€ appearance. 

• CecU Bishop, the accomplice of Dawson, whose 
evidence was most important, stated, thai he was 
brought up a chemist and druggist, in the shop of 
Mr. Baylis, Thayer-street, Manchester-square. Had 
some slight knowledge of Dawson twelve months be- 
fore; the latter knew witnesses situation, but they 
became' more acquainted when witness was at 
^BayhYs, in the spring of 1807. In 18GS, witness 
went to live at Mr. Gristock's, 66, Wardour-steeet, 

' 9 

and soon after the prisoner called on him, 
and after purchasing some trivial article, he ap- 
peared rather surprised to see witness there. Dawson 
stated that a friend of his bad lost a match, by a trick 
having been piayed off upon his horse, which wtf$ 
taken suddenly ill, The -prisoner desired tp have 
something which would produce the same effect. 
Witness inquired whether the horse was yquog, as rt 
probably might be a cold, or a glandular affection, 
.Witness made up a bottle of Corrosive sublimate, and 
carried it to a public house, where he met the prison- 
er by appointment, and delivered it to him, in twQ 
hoars after it was ordered He called on witnes^ 
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again, -in three weeks after, and said he had tried the 
effect on some dog hprses, but it was not strong 
enough. Witness mad? up it stronger bottle, and 
delivered it to him, and the next t\mp hs saw him 

• * * 

was at Guy's hospital, where witness had a situation 
as assistant apothecary. He went there in 1 80S, and 
in the spring of 1809, Dawson called on him again, 
and expressed the difficulty he had in finding him out, 
and they went together and drank 'jrine, in Jewior 
street, where Dawson said the stuff had qot produced 
the desired effect. The prisoner knew what the pre- 

paration was, witness having iqade him acquainted 

» • • • * 

with it in Soho-square, hut he understood at that 

• . • ■ • * 

time he wanted that which would prevent a horse 
winning without materially injuring him. The pri- 
soner said that was what he wanted, and witness next 
prepared^ solution of arsenic, which he took to 
Dawson, at the King's Arms, in Holborn. This was 
in the spring of 1 809. He said the horses threw up 
their heads when they smelt the former preparation, 
and would not drink. The latter preparation was, 
made up in a pint bottle, and had no smell. Witness 
fold the prisoner to be careful how he used it, and 
after understanding from Dawson, that the trough 
into which be was about to infuse the solution, held 
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from ninety to one hundred gallons of water, he told 
fcim what quantity to put in, and he also gave him 
directions how to fill up the trough, as the horses 
drank out the water. If he went beyond these direc- 
tions he would do away the effect of sickening, and 
kill the horses, for he had enough stuff to kill all the 
cattle at Newmarket, having been furnished with 
two other bottles at Bow-street, Bloomsbury. Daw- 
son's reply was, " Keroer 'mind that, they are all 

bl y rogues at Newmarket, never mind killing* 

they would soon plunder you of a fortune at Wewmar* 
ket, if you had one to loose, and they would not mind 
plundering me the same." The prisoner told wit«* 
ness he should not want *£100 in case the thing an« 
swered. This was in the spring of 1809, and witness 
did not see the prisoner again, until the autumn* 
when the latter told him that he had put a double 
quantity of stuff into the trough, before it was filled 
up, and it turned out that a brood mare and a hack* 

m 

ney had been poisoned. Witness wrote two or three 
letters for him, as he said there was a great piece of 
Work about it, and suspicion had fell upon him. One 
of the letters was to Mr. Goodison, in vindication of 

• * * ■ # 

Dawson's character. 
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Cross exrmined by Mr. Ring. \ „ 
Vou instruct well to 'make a rogue, Mr. Bishop, 

you are a very able master* where! did you learn th« 
krt of poisoning horses so clearly ? „ , 

A. I do not know. \ * 

Q« Where you ever in the Army t\ 

A. Yes, I was an ensign. 

Q. On whit account did you leav6 it ? 

A. Probably as many others leave the army, be* 
Cause I had no fortune to stay in it. 

* *-■ 

Q. Then I am to understand you left it volnn- 
tary ? 

A< No, I left it because I did not return in time-* 
t was obliged to leave it . 

Q. You have been at sea alsb^ I believe. 

A. No, I never was in the sea service* 

Q Pray what have you done for a living since 
you left the army ? 

A . I have been in the medical line. 

Counsel*. Yes, that we understand* 

Q. From whence did you corns now ? 

A. From confinement; — the custody, of Mr. 
15 ridge. 

Q. I thoughtyou had been at large ? . ' " 

A. No;— you took good c^re of that. 
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Q. Did yoy never hear of a reward of £1000 
and j? 100 a year to give information oh this busi- 
ness ? 

A. I know there was A reward offered. 

r 

Q. Ho\* long was it after the poisoning the htfrseg 
Was found out before you made ihe confession ? 
A. In January kit. 

Qiitstioii from the Judge. 

* 

Where yoil in custody, when you made the confes- 
sion? — A. Yes., my lord. 

Mr. King took legal objections in favour of the 

» 

prisoner. He contended that no offence had been 
committed in point of law to constitute a felony 

■ 

The subject was merely a trespass, fof which the' 
party injured might maintain his action for recover* 
ing treble damages. The statute would not apply at 
all to this offence, it could only take cognizance 
where the killing had arisen from maiming or 
wounding the animal. It was also necessary that 
there should be malice against the owner and 
not against the animal. 

In certain cases it might be urged, that .where in- 
jury was done, malice might be presumed, where 
the evidence was equivocal. Such presumption could 
not arise in the present case, in ts much as Bishop's 
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evidence went to prove there was no intention to kill, 
and consequently it could not be malice against the 
owner, Mr. King argued the points with much 
ability and force, but the Judge over-ruled the ab- 
jection, without hearing a reply to Mr. King's ar- 
guments, and observed, (hat the case was not simi- 
lar to those Mr. King had argued upon. 4 Herte was 
direct malice against the owner. It^was unlike a 
case, where a horse had kicked or bit a person, who 

■ 

in the moment of anger, might kill him with a sledge 
hammer 

' The case here closed on the part of the prosecu- 
tion, and on the prisoner being called upon for his 
defence, he delivered himself as follows: 

€C I have no room to say much, the whole ' sum of 
the evidence of Bishop and another of the witnesses 
is as false as God's true. I don't know where Ste- 
vens's troughs are even. I never saw them, nor do I 
know any thing of Mr. Adams— and Mr* Northey, I 
never saw. 

In summing up the evidence r the judge made the 
following observations as applied to the case. The 
evidence of Bishop he observed should be viewed 
y ith caution, as an accessary before the fact, . who 
supplied the poisonous liquid unless accompanied by 
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Cofrobofativc Evidence. It was uejft to imp&tfibte 
in atrocious cases, to meet the ends of justice without 
ttis sort of evidence, as it seldom happened that 
eyewitnesses could be found in these dark acts. A 
chain of circumstances combined wag as strong a* 
positive proof, as in that case persons may be suborned 
to swear falsely. As to the horse of Mr. Adams 
having been poisoned, no doubt could exist; theri 
the next thing was for the jury to watch the conduct 
of the prisoner. He first cautions Mrs. Tillbrook 
against suffering her young woman to trfuch a bottle 
in his bed room. The circumstances of the woman 
finding the bottle Concealed., the prisoner hav- 
ing been unusually late out on tlie two etenings, 
previoujly to the horsfcs having been poisoned, 
\vere strong circumstances, if the witness was 
ifiras to be believed; and her testimony bad not been! 
impeached : T he prisoner has called no witnesses to 
prove where he was on those two eTenings, which -he 
Iriight tava doiie. The law of the case was decisive, 
even so as vvhere death was occasioned in the act of 

** ;■ , * .... • • 

procuring abortion, or any other murder. Mr. Ful- 
ler's testimony relative to the bottle which, was found 
empty in Mr*.. Tillbrook's house, proves from his vast 

Knowledge and skill in his profession, that remnants 

. » » - -* *" ■ * 

vf* arsenic was in that bottle. 
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The Jury turned round in the box about four 

* 

minutes, and returned a Verdict of GUILTY, death. 
The judge proceeded to pass sentence of death on 
the prisoner in the following vrords | — 

Daniel Dawson, after the patient investigation pf 

. your case, you have been convicted of an offence, 

which subject? you to a capital punishment. You 

had laid your atrocious plans with so much art and 

ingenuity, that you hoped to avoid detection, but the 

providence of God has at length overtaken you, and 

your wicked and barbarous acts have not remained 

undiscovered* The ^ct of parliament upon which 

you have been convicted,, was passed, to punish with 

death, those who should destroy the cattle of others, 

with intent to injure and impoverish, but you have 

• been actuated by baser motives, your object was not 

merely to kill, but to win money by betting. After 

having beep convicted of a crime so atrocious, letxae 

. admonish you to expect no mercy in this world : t^e 

. 4is$ohite life you have led ill prepares you for that 

awful tribunal, before which you must shortly appear 

. to answer for your manifold crimes. Let me admo* 

nish you this short time you have to live, to make the 

k hmt use of your time you can, allotted you in this 

world, in craving peace with God. It now remains 

' ' • • ■ - 4 . .' . • • . . . ' . " 
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Brogrore's stable, and had some bets ifrtfh Ptoifij^ 

• ■ 

Mr. B/s man, and Donaldson, of the libratlry, tells 

• • * 

tne, that he knows Ellis, and that he saw him and Bro* 
grove conversing together on thd Steync, last Wed* 
nesday or Thursday morning. 

I shall come to Cambridge on Tuesday morning. 
— I am inclined to think that Peek knows nothnig" 
«f Ellis this time' 9 



FIN1&. 





A few of the Pamphlets of the Trial of DAWSON at the \lm% 
Assizes remain unsold, and can be had with the present one at 
the different Booksellers. 
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